
Memorial Event for Liz Evans on 6th June 2018 

 

Contemplation Shelter - Speech by Douglas (Dee) Locke at the Opening 

Welcome to the Contemplation Shelter in memory of Liz Evans, my late wife, past Chair and 

Founder of the Cormonachan Woodlands Association and previous Trustee and Director of 

Ardroy Outdoor Education Centre. 

As most of you will know Liz was the driving force and inspiration over the last 20 years 

obtaining Cormonachan Woodlands as a community woodlands from Forest Enterprise 

Scotland who are the land owners. 

When Liz was Head of Centre at Ardroy for 17 years to her retirement in 2009, she obtained 

the funding to create 2.5 km of paths in the woodlands for education, recreation and 

conservation. Thousands of primary school children have spent time in the woodlands 

learning about the outdoors and cutting down the invasive Rhododendron. Her AI training 

scheme produced about 100 outdoor instructors over the years. She arranged for the army 

to build Jan's Hideaway for Ardroy and she made most of the sculptures in the woodlands 

herself. 

Many of you will know that Liz was only diagnosed with pancreatic and liver cancer in 

October 2017 and after a short illness died on New Year's Eve 2017. Despite snow and ice, 

over a hundred friends and family attended her funeral on 20th January this year. In 

December 2017, Liz asked that donations be made towards a Contemplation Shelter in 

Cormonachan Woodlands instead of flowers. Little would she have realised or us for that 



matter that over £7,000  would be freely donated towards her final wish. The shelter's cost 

came just in budget leaving £8 surplus. It took just four months including obtaining planning 

permission to complete the groundwork with erection on 21st May 2018. 

You will notice inside there are forty unsolicited quotations about Liz in the roof and a 

plaque on the wall in her memory. There is also an oak tree planted by myself and her son 

Calum who could not be here today as he is working in Thailand. We scattered her ashes 

around the oak tree and there is a small plaque by the tree in her memory. 

Liz was a very special lady who changed the lives of many and was highly respected and 

loved by us all. The Contemplation Shelter is a very fitting memorial to her. It will be used as 

an educational place, a meeting place, a quiet place for contemplation, by Ardroy, 

Cormonachan Woodlands Association members and visitors.  

This site was Liz's favourite view in Cormonachan Woodlands. 

I would now like to ask one of Liz's kayaking friends, Christobel Fallon to cut the ribbon and 

declare the Contemplation Shelter open to all to visit and at any time of the year. 

Thank you. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

This Contemplation Shelter is in memory of a very special lady - Liz Evans 


