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Executive Summary 
 
DB Ecology was commissioned by Cormonachan Community Woodlands Ltd (CCW) to undertake an 
updated protected species survey at Upper Cormonachan Paths Project, Lochgoil (National Grid 
Reference NS 196 976), as three years have passed since the initial survey, with no work having 
commenced.  The aim of the survey was to identify any potential protected species within or 
adjacent to the survey area and provide mitigation and recommendations for further survey as 
appropriate.  It is understood that the report is to be used to inform planning prior to construction 
of a public path. 
 
The path goes through Ancient semi natural woodland as well as an area of PAWS (Planted Ancient 
Woodland).  The proposed route of the path has been carefully chosen to ensure that no mature or 
healthy native broadleaves are removed.  Mature non-native conifers will be removed.   
 
A desk study was undertaken in May 2019 to review information available in the public domain.  
Public available databases and local wildlife groups were consulted for historical evidence of 
protected species in and around the site.  In addition a walkover survey was carried out on the 15th 
May 2022 by an experienced ecologist to identify any protected species and notable habitats . 
 
A potential bat roost was located adjacent to the route of the path at NS 19140 96758.   Further 
advice can be found in section 4.2.1.   
 
Invasive plant species were identified adjacent to the route.  It is noted that the CWA are 
successfully implementing conservation work to remove these.   
 
Recommendations are found at the end of the report. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Project Background 
1.1.1 DB Ecology was commissioned by Cormonachan Community Woodlands Ltd (CCW) 
to undertake a protected species survey and desk study at Upper Cormonachan Paths 
Project, Lochgoil (National Grid Reference NS 196 976).  This report presents the results of 
the survey carried out.  The location of the survey is shown in Appendix 1. 

 
1.1.2 The aim of the survey was to identify any potential protected species within or 
adjacent to the survey area and provide mitigation and recommendations for further survey 
as appropriate.   
 
1.1.3 The woodlands extend to approximately 60 hectares and are described as ancient 

Atlantic semi natural woodland predominantly of oak and hazel species. The Cormonachan 

Community Woodlands Ltd (CCW) is a not-for-profit organisation who manage the woodlands on 

behalf of the community for conservation, education and recreation by agreement with Forest 

Enterprise Scotland and education provider Ardroy Outdoor Education Centre (AOEC Trust Ltd).   

1.2 Site Location 
1.2.1 The site is located to the south west of the village of Lochgoilhead adjacent to the minor 

road coming off the B839 within Argyll Forest Park and Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park.  The Cormonachan burn runs through the southern part of the project 
area.  The location of the survey and photographs are shown in Appendix 1. 

 
2 Methodology 
 
2.1 Desk Study 
2.1.1 A data search was undertaken by DB Ecology to review information available in the public 
domain.  Publicly available information, and reports were consulted for historical evidence of 
protected species in and around the site.   
 
2.1.2 A search was also done using SNHi (NatureScot) sitelink, and Argyll and bute council website 
to find any statutory or non-statutory designated sites within 2 Km.  These included: 
 

• Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
• Local Authority Designated Site e.g Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).  

• Wildlife Nature Reserve (RSPB, SWT etc) 

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
• Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

• Special Protection Area (SPA) 
 
2.2 Protected Species Survey 
 
2.2.1 A protected species survey was carried out on the 15th May 2022 to establish whether any 
protected species (including animals and plants) would likely be affected by the proposed path 
works and to make recommendations for avoidance, mitigation and for any further survey work if 
required.  The legal and environmental context with relation to protected species can be found in 
Appendices 2 -5.  The protected species walkover survey consisted of  the proposed route of the path 
and an approximate 30 m buffer.   
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2.2.2 Habitats on site are dominated by broadleaved woodland, mixed woodland and 
watercourses.  Given the habitats on site particular attention was given to the potential presence of 
the following species: Otter (Lutra lutra), bats (Chiroptera), red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris), pine 
marten (Martes martes), badger (Meles meles), wild cat (Felis Silvestris), water vole (Arvicola 
amphibious), habitat suitable for nesting birds and invasive non-native plant species.  Methodologies 
are detailed below for each of these species.  There is no suitable habitat for Great crested newt 
along the route (Triturus cristatus), this species is not discussed further.  
 
2.2.3 Otter 
The walkover survey consisted of an evaluation of all watercourses within the survey area to assess 
the potential to support otter and to note any field signs of otter found during the walkover survey.  
Field signs include: 
 

• Holts -below ground resting places 

• Couches – above ground resting places 

• Prints 
• Spraints – faeces used as territorial markers 

• Feeding remains 
 
2.2.4 Otters can be surveyed at any time of year.  It is best to leave two dry days prior to surveying 
as heavy rain can wash field signs away.  Unfortunately, it rained on the day of the survey.  Further 
information on the legal protection of otter can be found in Appendix 2.   
 
2.2.5 Bats 
As the desk study found that bats use the area trees were surveyed along the route to assess 
whether they had potential to support bat roosts.  Evidence of bat activity and potential bat roosts 
were detected using the following signs: 
 

• Bat droppings (faeces), on a tree or on the ground 

• Splits, cracks in the bark, crevices or holes in trees 
• Live or dead bats 

• Any insect remains which may indicate feeding 
 
2.2.6 Although the suitability of structures to support bat roosts can be carried out at any time of 
year, external evidence of roost can be washed away by prolonged rainfall.  Further information on 
the legal protection afforded to bats can be found in Appendix 2.   
 
2.2.7 Red Squirrel 
 
The new access route and a 30 m buffer was assessed for its potential to support red squirrel.  Field 
signs of red squirrel include: 
 

• Squirrel dreys within trees 
• Feeding remains (including chewed cones, split nuts, and 

• Sightings of red squirrels 
 
2.2.8 Surveys for red squirrel signs are best carried out in the season which corresponds to food 
availability for the tree crop present.  For example tree seeds are available from autumn declining 
through winter and spring.  Further information on the legal protection of red squirrel is available in 
Appendix 3. 
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2.2.9 Pine marten 
 
All areas of suitable habitat (stone walls, rocky areas, woodland, tree holes) were assessed within 
the survey area for the suitability for pine marten.  Any field signs of pine marten were noted.  Field 
signs include: 
 

• Droppings (faeces) 

• Prints 
• Dens in Squirrel dreys, tree-holes and rock crevices 

• Feeding remains 
 
Information on the legal protection afforded to Pine marten can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
2.2.10 Water vole 
 
The protected species survey involved an evaluation of all the watercourses on the route to assess 
the suitability of supporting water vole and to note any field signs of water vole found during the 
survey.  Information on the legal protection afforded to water vole can be found in Appendix 3.  
Field signs include: 
 

• Droppings 
• Latrines – faeces deposited at discreet locations 

• Feeding stations – neat piles of chewed vegetation up to 10 cm long 

• Burrows – Series of holes along the waters edge 

• Lawns – grazed areas around land holes 
• Nests – where the water table is high, above ground woven nests may be found 

• Footprints 

• Runways in vegetation 
 
2.2.11 The best time to survey for water voles is between March and October when they are most 
active.   
 
2.2.12 Badger 
 
The route of the path was evaluated for its suitability to support badger.  Field signs of badger were 
noted out on site.  Information on the legal protection afforded to badger can be found in Appendix 
4.  Field signs include: 
 

• Presence of holes with signs of badgers ie footprints, hairs etc. 

• Dung pits or latrines 

• Well used runs with signs of badger activity ie digging 
• Signs of foraging, snuffle marks, footprints, hairs 

• Badger setts or day nests 
 
2.2.13 Badger surveys can be carried out at any time of the year though the best time is during the 
winter month November to March when vegetation has died back and signs are easier to see.  
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2.2.14 Wild cat 
 
The route of the path was evaluated for its suitability to support wild cat.  Any field signs of wild cat 
were noted during the survey.  Information on the legal protection afforded to wild cat can be found 
in Appendix 2.  Field signs include: 
 

• Dens – rock crevices, brash piles, cairns, under tree routes 

• Droppings 
• Tracks 

 
2.2.15 Nesting birds 
The survey route was assessed for the presence of nesting birds.  Information on the legal protection 
afforded to birds can be found in Appendix 5.   
 
2.2.16 Invasive non-native species 
Species including Rhododendron ponticum, Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), Himalayan 
balsalm (Impatiens glandulifera) and giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) were noted 
where found. 
 
2.2.17 Other notable species 
Signs of other notable species found were noted during the survey.  
 
2.3 Limitations to the survey 
 
2.3.1  Physical limitations 
There were no limitations to accessing the site and all areas were visited.  
 
2.3.2 Seasonal limitations 
While some species are best surveyed at certain times of the year there were no seasonal limitations 
that prevented any species from being surveyed for. 
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3 Results 
 
3.1 Desk study 
Two designated sites were found within 4 Km of the site namely Hells Glen and Beinn an Lochain 
notified for the Bryophyte assemblage and silacious scree, tall herb ledge and upland assemblage 
respectively.   
 
3.1.2 No other designated sites were found within 2 Km of the upper Cormonachan woodland 
path project. 
 
3.2 Protected species survey 
 
3.2.1 Habitat 
The habitat on the route consists of ancient semi natural broadleaf woodland, mixed plantation 
woodland and watercourses. 
 
3.2.2 Otter 
Small watercourses run through the site sometimes adjacent to the route of the new path.  These 
may provide possible commuting routes to other areas for otter.  The woodland provides suitable 
cover for otter holt and couch creation however no signs of otter were found during the survey. 
 
3.2.3 Bats 
The route has suitable commuting and foraging habitat for bats and a tree was identified adjacent to 
the route which had splits in it which may prove suitable for roosting bats.  Therefore a potential bat 
roost was found at NS 19140 96758.  Due to the proximity of the tree to the route and the potential 
for disturbance further advice and recommendations is given in section 4.2.1.   
 
3.2.4 Red Squirrel 
The habitat within the mature woodland is suitable for red squirrel though it is sub-optimal due to 
the dominance of broadleaf woodland.  No feeding signs and no squirrel dreys were located during 
the survey. 
 
3.2.5 Pine marten 
The site contains suitable habitat for foraging and commuting pine marten, and a pine marten scat 
was found on the route of the proposed new path at NS 19078, 97078 (Photo in Appendix 1).  
However, no dens or places of shelter were found. 
 
3.2.6 Water vole 
The water habitats through the survey route did not contain optimal habitat for water vole and no 
water vole signs were recorded during the survey. 
 
3.2.7 Badger 
While the habitat provides suitable cover for a badger sett, no field signs of badger were recorded 
during the survey. 
 
3.2.8 Wild cat 
There was not much in the way of suitable den habitat for wild cat however suitable commuting 
habitat was present.  No field signs of wild cat were recorded during the survey.  
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3.2.9 Nesting birds 
While there are plenty of mature trees suitable for nesting birds along the route, no nests were 
recorded during the survey. 
 
3.2.10 Non-native invasive species 
Rhododendron poniticum was recorded at the southern end of the route where the proposed car 
park is planned.  It is noted that the Cormonachan Community Woodlands Ltd is doing work to 
remove this however. 
 
3.2.11 Other species 
Other species recorded include deer throughout the site and common lizard which was recorded in 
the initial survey at NS 19345 97198.   
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4 Discussion and Recommendations 
 
4.1 Discussion 
 
4.1.1 There are no designated sites within 2 Km of the proposed route therefore the development 
will not affect any designated sites. 
 
4.1.2 The site contains ancient semi natural broadleaved woodland which will be directly affected 
by the development.  However the impact will be limited to a 1.8m wide strip and trees to be felled 
are mostly immature broadleaves or conifers which are non-native.  It is also planned that broadleaf 
trees will be planted elsewhere within the woodland to compensate for trees that will be felled.  
 
4.1.3 Trees to be felled are mostly immature or conifers and none were identified as suitable for 
bats or squirrels.  A Pine marten scat was the only protected species field sign recorded during the 
survey.  A dead tree which could be suitable for bats was recorded directly adjacent to the path as 
shown in the picture in Appendix 1.  Further advice on this is given in section 4.2.1.   
 
4.1.4 Some Rhododendron was recorded close to NS 192 967 however it is noted that a plan is in 
place to remove this from the site. 
 
4.2 Recommendations 
 
4.2.1 Further Survey 
Due to the proximity of a standing dead wood tree adjacent to the route of the path at NS 19140 
96758 which could be suitable for bats it is recommended that the tree is surveyed by a licensed bat 
ecologist to ascertain whether the tree is a bat roost and if so for the CCW to obtain a licence to 
carry out work in such close proximity which may result in disturbance.  
 
Alternatively, it is advised that the route of the path is moved away from the tree at an agreed 
distance (between the National Park and CCW) from it, that will not constitute disturbance to 
roosting bats. 
 
4.2.2 It is recommended that if any trees or vegetation is to be removed it should be carried out, 
out with the bird breeding season (March – August).  If this is not possible a nesting bird survey 
should be carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist immediately prior to work commencing.  
 
4.2.3 Licensing Requirements 
No licensing requirements were identified during the survey. 
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Avoidance/Retention 
 
4.2.5 A pollution prevention plan should be created for the Cormonachan burn and other 
tributaries and should be followed at all times during construction. 
 
4.2.6 All trees to be retained should be protected in line with BS5837 Trees in relation to design, 
demolition and construction. 
 
Mitigation 
4.2.7 The following methods should be employed during construction in order to protect any 
protected mammal species using the site: 
 

• A temporary ramp to be placed in trenches over 0.5m deep in order to allow a potentially 
trapped animals to escape. 

• Any open pipes should be capped to allow to prevent animals gaining access 

• All excavations and pipe systems should be checked at the start of each working day. 
• Site construction fencing should not interfere with the passage of animals through river 

corridors 

• Lighting to be directed away from watercourses, and any lighting on bridges or within 30m 
of burns to be low-intensity lighting 

• Existing vegetation along watercourses should be retained wherever possible. 
 
4.2.8 All site staff should be made aware of the potential for nesting birds and protected species 
and the legal protection afforded to them.  Should any signs or sightings of these species be noted 
on site then the project ecologist should be contacted for further advice.  Contact details can be 
found in section 5. 
 
Enhancement 
 
4.2.9 The site could be enhanced for protected species by the erection of bird nest boxes or bat 
roosting boxes throughout the site. 
 
5 Contact 
 
5.1 Donna Black 
 Ecologist 
 DB Ecology 
 15 Market Place 
 Tarbert 
 Argyll 
 PA29 6AB 
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Appendix 1 – Site location and Photographs 

 
 
  



13 
 

 
Start of the route following an existing footpath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

 
Pine marten scat found at NS 19078, 97078. 
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Potential bat roost adjacent to the path route at NS 19140 96758 
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Area of the proposed route through woodland plantation 
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Appendix 2 – European Protected species and the law 
 
Bats, Otters, Great crested newts, natterjack toad, wildcat, cetaceans and several other animals not 
included in this survey are protected under European law, in Annexes II and IV of Council Directive 
92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (The 
habitats Directive 1992).  The Habitats Directive is translated into Scots law under the Conservation 
(Natural Habitats, &C) Regulations 1994 (as amended in Scotland), often referred to as the Habitats 
Regulations, with these species being classified as European Protected Species.  Under these 
regulations it is an offence to: 
 

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; and to  
 
Deliberately or recklessly: 

• Capture, injure or kill a wild animal of a European Protected Species 

• Harass a wild animal or group of wild animals of a European Protected Species 

• Disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure of place which it uses for shelter or 
protection 

• Disturb such an animal while it is rearing or otherwise caring for its young 

• Obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal, or otherwise to deny 
the animal use of the breeding site or resting place. 

• Disturb such an animal in a manner that is, or in circumstances which are, likely to 
significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs, 
and 

• Disturb such and animal, in a manner that is, or in circumstances which are, likely to 
impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or rear or otherwise care for its young. 

 
Licences can be granted for otherwise illegal actions to be undertaken legitimately.  Further details 
on EPS and licensing and can be found on the SNH website at: 
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-
species/legal-framework/habitats-directive-and-habitats-regulations/european  
 
  

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/habitats-directive-and-habitats-regulations/european
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/habitats-directive-and-habitats-regulations/european
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Appendix 3 – Wildlife and Countryside Act Species and the law 
 
Red Squirrel, pine marten, water vole, fresh water pearl mussel as well as some species of fish and 
other invertebrates protected under national legislation, the wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as 
amended in Scotland) Schedule 5.  Several plants are also protected under this piece of legislation 
under schedule 8.  Species such as pine marten and red squirrel are full protected, making it an 
offence to intentionally or recklessly: 

• Kill, injure or take any wild animal included in schedule 5; 

• Damage or destroy any structure or place which any wild animal specified in schedule 5 
uses for shelter or protection 

• Disturb any such animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter 
or protection; and 

• Obstruct access to any to any structure or place which any such animal uses for shelter or 
protection 

 
Water vole burrows and shelter are protected while the animals themselves are not protected in 
Scotland.  Further information regarding species protected under the Wildlife and countryside Act 
(as amended) can be found on the NatureScot website at: https://www.nature.scot/professional-
advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-
countryside-act-1981  
 
  

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/legal-framework/wildlife-and-countryside-act-1981
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Appendix 4 Badgers and the law 
 
Badgers are protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended in Scotland).  Under this 
legislation it is an offence to deliberately or recklessly: 
 

• Kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger or attempt to do so 

• Damage it or destroy a sett 

• Obstructing access to a sett 
• Disturbing a badger while it is in a sett 

• Causing or allowing a dog to enter a sett 
 
Further information on badgers and the law can be found on the NatureScot website at: 
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-
species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-badgers  
 
  

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-badgers
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-badgers
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Appendix 5 – Birds and the law 
 
All species of wild bird and their nests are protected under the  Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended in Scotland).  Further information on birds and the law can be found on the NatureScot 
website at: https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-
species/protected-species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-birds  
 
  

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-birds
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguarding-protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/protected-species-z-guide/protected-species-birds
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Appendix 6 – Desk study search 
 
Scottish Wildlife Trust survey Report – 04/07/2000 
 
Habitat Action Plan – Forest Enterprise – 31/09/1998 
 
Shane Larkin’s Dissertation – 24/08/1998 
 
All of the species accounts in these reports were taken into consideration with regards to existing 
species data for the site. 


